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ANARCHISM TODAY 

r\Z -*-~ 

by Philip Kane 
1: The Relevance of Anarchism 


\ 

4 1 

Some time ago, following a meeting 
i organised by our local Trades Council, I 
7found myself arguing with a member of the 
Communist Farty. "Anarchism", he solemnly 
4^• w*df>claj~ed. 1 is a dead duck’ . Nov this 


Action Movement 


In March 1979 a number of class- 
struggle anarchists (including members 
of the Syndicalist Workers Federation) 
came .together to form the Direct 
Action Movement. DAM is an anarcho- 
syndicalist organisaion affiliated to 
the I.W.A. and has established a 
network of local groups. DAM mfmbers 
are active in the unions, in 
unemployed groups, squatting groups 

etc. 



the 

in 

the 

the 


The International Workers Associ¬ 
ation, I.W.A., also known by its 
French and Spanish initials as 
A.I.T., was founded in Berlin 
December 1922. The I.W.A. is 
anarcho-syndicalist international, 
uniting workers world-wide. Today 
I.W.A. has sections in 15 countries. 


For further information. 

Write to: Box DAM, 
c/o 59 Cookridge St, 
Leeds,LS2 3AW 



decl ared, ‘ is © dead duck' . Nov this is b 

fairly cof-rr-on view, and not only on the 

authoritar 2 ar» Left. But is it true? 

The success of the Bolshevik coup in 
1917 was certainly a body blow to the anar¬ 
chist movement in much of the world. Here 
was an apparently triumphant socialist 
revolution. The methods of the Bolshevik 
Party - formalised as "Leninism" - soon 
became the norm against which most revo¬ 
lutionaries judged their own activities. 

The Bolsheviks’ counter-revolutionary act¬ 
ions, for example their suppression of the 
soviets and factory committees and of the 
Kronstadt rising, went either unnoticed or 
uncriticised. The defeat of Spanish anarcho- 
syndicalism in the 193^s seemed to be the 
"coup de ©race" that might finish anarchism 
as a social movement once and for all. 

Yet ir. spite of this, anarchist ideas 
continue to attract militant workers. In 
Spain, the anarcho-syndicalist CNT has been 
revived and other anarcho-syndicalist groups 
and unions have emerged throughout Europe, 
in North and South America, in Australia and 
Japan. The anarchist movement has refused 
to lie down and expire. 

Such renewed vitality and growth is 
perhaps net so very surprising when placed 
in perspective. The various forms of social 
democracy and Marxism, with their emphasis 
on creating socialism through the State, 
have clearly failed to deliver the goods. 

The capitalist system is caught in an ever- 
deepening crisis. The apparatus of the 
tate increasingly pervades every aspect of 
ur lives- Utter destruction threatens hum- 
ity in tJie form of nuclear weaponry and 
the degeneration of the planet into an eco¬ 
logical nightmare. 

"Liberty without socialism is privilege, 
injustice; socialism without liberty is 
slavery and brutality", wrote the anarchist 
Mikhail Bakunin over one hundred years ago. 
Freedom and socialism have always been the 
foremost aspirations of the oppressed and 
have always been the twin objectives of the 
anarchist »ovement. 

The necessity of both is clearer than 
ever. Anarchism is not dead; it is more rel¬ 
evant now than at any other time in its 
history. 


SOME BASIC 
FACTS ABOUT 
SOUTH AFRICA 


KILLED: 

660 people have been killed 
in South Africa between 
September 1984 and 
September 1985 

POPULATION: (1983) 

African 22,729,000 (73%) 
White 4,748,000 (15.25%) 
Coloured 2,765,000 (9%) 

Asian 870,000 (2.75%) 

♦ 

LAND OWNERSHIP: 

87% white 
13% black 

AVERAGE LIFE 
EXPECTANCY: 

African 57.5 years 
Whites 70 years 
Coloured 59 years 
Asian 65 years 

INFANT MORTALITY RATE 
(per 1000 live births) 

African 309 
Whites 13.5 
Coloured 62.6 
Asian 23.6 

AVERAGE ANNUAL 
EARNINGS 

(1982 Rand per annum — 
Rand is about 40 pence at 
present) 

Africans R2,890 
Whites R13.110 
Coloureds R4,387 
Asian R6,162 

EDUCATION 

(Per capita expenditure, 

Rand per annum) 

African R146 
Whites R1,211 
Coloureds R498 
Asians R711 

In 1979 of 90 countries 
surveyed by the World Bank, 
South Africa showed the 
most inequitable 
distribution of income. 
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SMASH THE STATE 
SMASH APARTHEID 



"The masses of the British 
people can and must impose 
sanctions themselves. You 
have the power to stop all 
trade with apartheid South 
Africa. We plead with you do 
not worry that we will, as a 
result, have to do without an 
evening meal. The stomachs 
of those who are shot down 
every day are empty already. 
The bellies of those who pull 
the trigger are bulging to the 
point of obscenity. Stop 
feeding them. Stop giving 
them the stength to take even 
more lives of our people/' 

OLIVER TAMBO, 

President of the South African 
liberation movement, the African 
National Congress. 

— Bournemouth 4.10.85. 


own 


Anarchists say that the most effective sanctions come from the workers’ 
direct action. This means, for instance direct action at work against 
South African goods, such as the Dunnes Supermarket workers' did in Ireland-, 
obviously such action must be spread to be effective. Such forms of 


Recent Riots 

Police Commissioner, Sir Kenneth 
Newman, claimed recently that 
rioting was 'foreign' to Britain. Not 
wishing to allow this gem to get by 
we have listed a short list of some 
of the more well known riots that 
have taken place in recert British 
history. In many cases the riots 
referred to were not one riot in one 
place but a series of riots in different 
locations, some but not all, of the 
major strikes are mentioned too. 

1520 Enclosure riots in Norfolk, age ns: the 
forced enclosure of common land, which had 
traditionally been cultivated jointly. 

1549 Enclosure riots in Cambridge Uprising in 
Great Yarmouth. Riots in Devon and Cornwell. 
Exeter besieged. Rebellion in Norfolk. Riots in 
Essex, Hertfordshire. Rutland, Worcestershire. 
Gloucestershire. Wiltshire, Hampshire, Somerset, 
Kent and Susses ('Copycat' riots?). 

1596 Peasants revolt in South Oxfordshire 
1607 Midlands uprising against enclosures Diggers 
Digger? and Levellers begin to organise. 

1620-30 Many enclosure riots 

1649 Digge' colony at St Georges Hili. Levellers 

uprising. 

166) Fifth Monarchists hold London for 
several days. 

1675 Weavers riot for 3 days in Sp*ta!fie!ds 
(london). 

1689 Troops mutiny at Ipswich. 

1714-15 Countrywide rioting. 

1726 Riots in Glasgow against the Malt Tax. 

20 are killed 

1736 Edinburgh riots Many killed In a second 
riot the General responsible for the killings is 
lynched. 

1740 Riots in Northumberland. Machinery gets 
smashed 

1743 Riots spread against Turnpike roads 
Many rioters are shot. 

1753 Bread riots in Bristol. Ships carrying corn 
are looted 

1760 Portsmouth naval docks burnad down 
because of press ganging 
1766 Lace workers expropriate com from 
farmers to sell themselves 

1768 Riots in Blackburn against new machinery. 
1780 Riots lead to the liberation of prisons in 
London ie Newgate 

1788 Food riots in Nottinghamshire. Also 
machine wrecking. 

1794 Nava! mutiny at Spithead 

1795 Food nots throughout the country. 

1797 Another mutiny at Spithead. 

1811-16 Luddite actions sabotage and the 
necking of machinery 
1812 Prime Minister assassinated Troops 
despatched to riot areas. 

1816 Spa Fields riot. Riots also in Ely and 
Little poet. 

1819 Peterloo Fields demonstration. 11 killed 
by troops 

1820 King attacked in London street. Troops 
battle against 60.000 strikers in Glasgow. 

1824-31 Iron workers in South Wales engage 
m ouarrilla warfare aoamst troops. 


in Britain*^ 

1830t Mc'e machine break ng throughout 
Southern and Threatening letters sen: to 
ianoov^e's o, 'Captain Swing'. 

1831 R<ots Pvsons opened and burned 
1834 Worn-ouses burned Lancashire paralysed 
for 16 mru b> strike action. Tolpuddie ma r tyrs 
deported tc Australian prison colony . 

1839 R«ots tr Glasgow, Sunderland, Newcastle 
and Lancath-re 1000 miners march on New pen 
Riots in ce^r-e of Birmingham Rebecca riots 
in Wales. 

1840-45 Th-ee attempts on the life of Queen 
Victoria 

184C s r riots Strikes Throughout the 

Midlands ar c the North. 1500 arrested by troops 
Riots in Wa-es Araon attacks extensive. 

1856 Pohce Act made mandatory for all counties 
1867 Trade unions declared illegal. Qerkenwel! 
gaol bombec 

1888 93 Sc'ixes flourish, particularly in the 

docks, buses and mmes 

1905 Strikes brmg country to standstill. 

1910 Riots *r> Bermondsey Siege of Sidney 
Street, 3 ki *ed. 

1911 Troops open fire on rioters in Liverpool. 

2 killed Troops open fire in Llanelly, 2 killed 
Dock, railway and weavers strikes. 

1912-14 St' kes in docks, mines and seamen's 
strike Suffragette actions. 

1915-16 Str «.« in Oydeside and riots. 

1917 Mutiny m trenches in Europe by troops. 

1918 19 Mutinies abound Police strike. Navel 
mutiny at Scarpa Flow. 

1926 Geneva Strike after miners demand not 
a penny she pay or an hour on the day'. 

The miners are the last to return to work after 
six months feeing starvation. 

1936 Riots agamst fascists Battle of Cable 
Street routs fascists, police surrender. 

1950 London dock strike. 

1970-71 Angry Brigade bombings 

1972 Mme^ and dockers strike. Occupation 

of Upper Ci de shipyards. 

1974 Miners strike brings down government 

1975 Red Lor Square demonstration agamrt 
fascists — Kem Gately killed by police. 

1976 Hull P’taon riot. 

1977 Nottmg Hill anti-police riot. Mass pickets 
at Grun wicks 

1978 Stats conspiracy against anarchists — 

Perjonj Unnown’ trial. Lorry drivers strike. 

1979 ‘Wt"te r of Discontent' strikes in most 
public sector industries against low pay. Blair 
Reach, kitted by police in anti-fascist . 
demonstrate' at Southall, west London. 

1980 Bnsto anti-police not 

1981 Riots agamst police in Brixton (April and 
July). Southa , Nottmg Hill, Moss Side/ 

Manchester Leicester, and other parts of the 
country Jones, a crippled youth, is run 

down by pc ce and killed in Toxteth riots 
1983-4 Sroc the City blockades .n London 
and other «es Acts of sabotage 

1984 5 Mme^s strike agamst pit closures lasts 
12 months Police place pit villages under 
page. Battle of Ogreave. 10.000 arrests Many 
charged (but later acquitted) with riot Union 
funds seQuesrratad. Riots near Parliament. 

1985 September/October riots in Hands worth. 
Brixton. PtcKhem, Toxteth and Tottenham. 

Against p<> a murder. 


Silentnight 



Since 10t.h June 1985 500 workers 
have been on strike at Si lent night. 
For daring to strike they were all 
sacked, and new scab labour taken or, 

- kids on YTS schemes who have no 
protection for injuries and some 
scabs have been injured. The strike 
started because the boss went back 
on an agreement not to make redun¬ 
dancies if the workers went without 
a pay rise for 3 - ^ months. Eight 
weeks later redundancy notices 
were posted. 

Your support both financial and in 
the form of industrial direct action 
is needed. Action such as the black¬ 
ing that has been won in Ireland and 
Hull is a step in the right direct¬ 
ion, this strike can only be won 
through working class solidarity and 
direct action at the point of prod¬ 
uction by other workers in support 
of the Silentnight strikers. 


Silentnight Solidarity Demonstration, 
Saturday 30 November, 10.30am, 
Victory Park, Barnoldswick. 

Donations and messages of support: FIAT 
Cravendale Branch No 92 Strike Fund, c/o Ann 
King, 10 Ralnhall Crescent, Barnoldswick, Colne, 
Lancs. 
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Razor Barbed Wire 


Razor barbed wire was originally 
developed for use in the war in Vietnam. 
It consists of a high-tensile wire of 
0 098 ins. diameter, tensile strength 
227.000 P.S.I. Around this wire is cold 
clenched a continuous strip of steel, 
only 0.05mm thick with "fish tail” 
barbs punched out of it. These are 
7/16” across and are at Vi” intervals 
along each side. The wire and barbs are 
heavily galvanised before manufacture 
and the continuous coils are formed into 
a concertina, the spirals joined by clips 
3/5 to each spiral. It is also possible to 
have a razor ribbon in a continuous 
strip, without the carrier wire. However, 
because the razor barbed ribbon is more 
| easily cut and is very light, it has 
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Warning 

Razor Barbed Wire can be used in many 
applications where previously conventional 
Barbed Wire'would have been specified. 
However, because of the inherent 
dangerous qualities of this product and 
the possibility of serious injuries 
resulting from phys : cal contact, it should 
not be used where an innocent bystander, 
pedestrians or children may come into 
contact. 

Razor Barbed Wire should not be used 
as an ordinary fence or barrier, but as a 
last line of defence on top of, or behind, 
a high fence or wall, or on the roof of a 
building to protect property of high 
value, or in circumstances wfiere there is 
a high security risk. t 

It is further strongly recommended that 
adequate warning notices are erected 
pointing out the dangers to any 
unauthorised person. Warning notices 
of course, will add to the deterrent 
effect of the product. 


Razor Barbed Wire Specification 
ar»d Price 

We stock two diameters of concertina 
but it is possible to have a double 
concertina, of the smaller within the 
larger (type 3). 

The Razor Barbed Wire is supplied in 
concertina form with the diameter of 
coil as follows: ■■ 

37.5 ins. (952.5mm) dia. Kj 
M Safe *; 5 clips per spiral, ■ 

56 spirals per concertina. K 
Enb Extendable to 15 metres, b 

Wt. of coil 29.5lbs. ?■ 

Price £55.35 per coil. H 

BW re p 27.5 ins. (698.5mm) dia. E 
SHsSjt 3 clips per spiral, ' H 

52 spirals per concertina. K 
Hal Extendable to 15 metres. ■ 
B|gjgk Wt. of coil 18.5lbs. ■ 

SEE Price £47.97 per coil. I 


Who want* s to go to 
I Arts School anyhow..? 


with compliments 


Innm 


Goodman Croggon Limited 
Copley Hill Trading Estate, 
Whitehall Road, 

Leeds, LSI2 1 HE 
Telephone 0532 435411 


Note:— Trade discounts available 















































































"Men who have engineered one foim of* assassination Watson 


will not stop at another 


Holmes and the pood doctor cruised their elementary way to 


Alters as up market minders and looked and sounded more than 


ever like a well fed Norman Tebbit and Dennis Thatcher. Presumably 


V quizzes. It’s a shame, they've a lot in common 


C&iiz,sit— com,soap + chat are the staple T.V. diet, like the 


cereal in sausages . Chuck them out and you could put the weeks 


'. That must be true of subtitled sex and violence 


viewing onto a single video cassette 


too so she must, hav^ loved Derek Jaman's stylish,reactionary 


ihere'r two types of quiz. One played by newly married welsh 


and pompous lump of shit called * Jubilee 1 on Fridavnight. 
But sex and violence are the essential ingredients of soap 


and 1 iverpud 1 ian policemen for money and microwaves. The other^ 
played by trainee squash playing accountants for rlory. ' M 
price is right* versus ' lie Krypton Factor*which incidently 
limped past the 19^5 finishing post on Monday night* "The 19^*> ^%|| 
'United (Ha*.) Kingdom Superperson* was a glaswenan oceanographer 
(which is of course a sort of underwater trainee accountant), whoJ 
wqs stunningly un— super. The forces of evil can sleep easy for 


American soap is brilliantly awful; dull dialogue.fur coats 
no jokes and (off screen no knickers, rhglieh soap at its best 
(Corry, Brookere + Eastenders) are everything their Texan cousins 


aren* t. But even the best aren 1 1 always at their best, and 


Brooksides as thrilling as a packet of crisps at the moment, wm 


At least they've grasped the point that you don* t have to be 
rich to be interesting and even Fercy Sugden (Corry's new 


Sit—cons however are all the same* Don't let the labels fool 


Albert Tatlock) gets better lines than the Hollywood Wives.Fercy 


bollocks 


you 


on Xmas:'the more good will about,the more we get exploited 
Miserable old sod. 


and ’dickhead". Good alt. con. is almost as good as the real 
thing. The bad stuff is worse than the worst of tho real thing 


Which brings us back to Holmes, Watson and the Comedy Strip.'I 
mean. Whtson, they're dickheads. Heather Haversham got it right 


to shovel shit 


The old pro's know ho 




ry watching people trying to be 
serious. Mary Vhitehouse was superb on ’See Hear’ complaining 
about sub-titled swearing for the deaf. It is it seems Le ° p 


true Alternative Comedy 


' I* ve never been in a : 

m 

Brookers Holmes?'' Fure 
'Bollocks Holmes'. 


Watson'^ 

-V.’/.V 


but NOU MUST BE WAP 
TO CHALtENGdOAH OAM 
DON'T KNOW IF l SHOULD 

^ permit IT • * • 


HEY, SAR/SE, 1 
WHO ARE THE 
BOW- STREET 
RUNNERS^ 


NICKNAME 
FOR A NEW 
CANS OF 
U6HTNIN6 
PURSE- 
SNATCHERS, 
&OTHAM. 


t'.WM 




HIGH STAKES IN GENEVA 


2.30 

FilmsHOKE AT SEliu.. 

4.00 

A FLUS 4 

4.30 

COUNTDOWN 

5.00 

ALICE 

5.50 

WORLD OF ANIMATION 

6.00 

FARTHERS DAY 

6.30 

LOOKING INTO FAINTINGS 

7.00 

NEWS 

8.00 

ON TEE MARCH 

8.30 

DIVERSE REPORTS 

9.00 

MIGHTY MOMENTS FROM 


HISTORY 

9.50 

EDIBLE GOLD 














































































































































